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Introduction  
 
We are keen to hear the views of our local communities. We recognise that good communication is a two 
way process and we welcome your feedback and comments. While we will do our best to always use plain 
English, talking about our business sometimes involves specific terminology, and you will find a glossary of 
any terms used at the end of each monthly report. 
 
Safety  
 

• The station had one lost time incident (LTI) during the reporting period and EDF Energy staff have 
had 2022 LTI free days up to 31 July and contract partners have had 21 LTI free days up to 31 July. 
A contract partner suffered a hairline fracture to his fibula. This happened when he was 
undertaking what was a simple activity of sweeping up to clear his work area. We are supporting 
the individual in his recovery and have confirmed that he is receiving the appropriate level of care 
and support. This is our first lost time incident at Torness of any kind since January 2009.  

• The station had no emergency services call outs during July 

• There were three first aid injuries at the station in July 

• The station had no environmental events during July and has gone 1262 days without an 
environmental event (more than 3 years) 

 
Station output  
 
As previously communicated reactor one was shut down on 14 July. During testing of the reactor 
protection system, reactor one automatically shut down. We test this system, which is very sensitive, on a 
regular basis to prove the reactor will always shut down when required. The reactor was returned to power 
on 17 July. 
  
Reactor 2 planned maintenance work started on Wednesday, 2 July to repair a turbine governor valve. The 
valve controls the flow of steam into the turbine and is part of the conventional, non-nuclear, side of the 
power station.   Reactor 2 was returned to power on 15 July. 
 
Three flasks containing spent fuel were safely transported to Sellafield for reprocessing during the period.  
 
Station news 
 
Torness technician represents EDF in the golf at the World Corporate Games 
A Torness employee has been busy representing the nuclear power station and 
EDF Energy in the golf singles and team events at the World Corporate Games 
which took place between 26 and 29 June in Liverpool. 24 year old fuel route 
technician Ross Colquhoun made it into fourth place out of more than 100 
other companies. 
 
Tens of thousands of competitors from thousands of organisations take part in 
the World Corporate Games every year. The Games started in San Francisco in 
1988 and over 170 events have been held all over the world since then. Key 
benefits are health and fitness in the workplace, confidence and team building. 
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Ross, from Prestonpans is a keen golfer when he isn’t busy with his day job. He has taken part in several 
competitions organised by EDF Energy and is the companies British Singles Champion and along with his 
golfing partner George Miller he also won the companies British Pairs Competition. 
 
Having achieved these titles, Ross was selected to represent EDF Energy at the World Corporate Games 
while competing in another event in France. He was picked by Chris Forsyth, a British Golf Professional.  
 
Ross said. “Taking part in the World Corporate Games has been an incredible experience and having the 
opportunity to play on the Evian championship course was an honour. I owe a huge debt to Chris Forsyth 
whose support and coaching was first class.” 
 
Torness power station director, Paul Winkle said, “Ross has done fantastically well in his golf and in 
representing the company. We are all very proud of his achievements. I certainly won’t be challenging him 
to a game any time soon!” 
 
Company news 
EDF Energy launches Blue+Fixed Prepay October 2016 
EDF Energy, the UK’s largest producer of low carbon electricity, has announced the launch of Blue+Fixed 
Prepay October 2016 – a new energy tariff that enables prepay customers to have access to fixed price 
energy for 27 months, with no exit fees.  
 
With only four fixed prepay tariffs available on the market, customers on prepay meters have previously 
had limited choice when it comes to fixing their energy prices – despite 19% being in fuel poverty. 
 
The launch of Blue+Fixed Prepay October 2016 will allow 7.5 million prepay customers nationwide to fix 
their energy in line with EDF Energy’s current Standard Variable prices (the cheapest on average of the 
major suppliers), enabling them to better manage their, often squeezed, household budgets and avoid the 
ups and downs of energy prices.  
 
‘Step in to work’ at Barnwood 
Seven students from the Cheltenham-based National Star College this month celebrated completing a 
pilot intern programme at the Barnwood offices of EDF Energy. 
 
EDF Energy supported the ‘Steps into Work’ programme developed by National Star College as a route to 
employment for adults with disabilities.  
 
The students began their internships in January and joined the 1,600 EDF Energy employees based locally 
by working within teams specialising in electricity generation, training, customer service and business 
support.  
 
Job ‘buddies’ were identified to work alongside the students and with the support of National Star 
College tutor Matt Robert and Remploy job coach Tony Mellows they quickly settled into their roles.  
 
Many of the students became familiar faces around the Barnwood offices and impressed colleagues with 
their hard work and commitment to the programme. 
 
Rare moth conservation success at Dungeness 
A project to conserve the Sussex emerald moth at Dungeness has seen some exciting results this summer. 
 
The Sussex emerald moth is unique to Dungeness and recent years have its seen numbers falling. The 
moth feeds on wild carrot, which is also a favourite for local rabbits. 
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Local landowners EDF Energy, Magnox Limited, RSPB and Cemex have been working with Natural England 
Butterfly Conservation and Romney Marsh Countryside Partnership to grow wild carrot in trial areas, and 
their efforts have been rewarded with moth larvae recorded in each of the plots. 
 
Christine Blythe, Biodiversity Manager at EDF Energy, said: “We proved last year that we can get wild 
carrot to grow on the shingle from seed and now, by finding the larvae, we have shown that the 
population of Sussex emerald moth is benefiting.” 
 
Next local community meeting 
The Local Community Liaison Council meeting will be held on 19 March 2015 at Torness power station. 

Contacts  
Ashleigh Dickson, Community Liaison Officer 
Tel: 01368 873847 
E-mail: ashleigh.dickson@edf-energy.com 
 
If you would like to receive this newsletter via e-mail please contact Ashleigh on the above address. 
 
Glossary of terms  
 

Term Definition 
 
Nuclear reportable event or incident 

Nuclear reportable events are events reported to the 
Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) in compliance with 
EDF Energy's nuclear site licences. 
 

 
Environmental event or incident 

 
Environmental events arise from wastes or discharges 
above permitted levels or breaches of permitted 
conditions. 
 

 
Outage 

A period during which a reactor is shut down. The 
periodic shutdown of a reactor including for 
maintenance, inspection and testing or, in some cases, 
for refuelling is known as a planned outage. In the UK, 
some planned outages are known as statutory outages 
and are required by the conditions attached to the 
nuclear site licence needed to operate the station. 
Unscheduled shutdown of a reactor for a period is known 
as an unplanned outage. 

Unit A unit refers to one of the reactors at the power station 
and its generating turbine. 

LTI When a member of staff injures themselves at work, and 
is absent from work for one day or more, this is referred 
to as a lost-time incident (LTI) 

 

Lindsey Ingram, Scottish Press Officer 
Tel: 01355 846283 
E-mail: lindsey.ingram@edf-energy.com 
 


