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Introduction 
 

We are keen to hear the views of our local communities. We recognise that good communication is a two-way 

process and we welcome your feedback and comments. These reports are available to all members of the public 

on www.edfenergy.com. 

 

Whilst we will do our best to always use plain English, talking about our business sometimes involves specific 

terminology, and you will find a glossary of any terms used at the end of each monthly report. 
 

Safety 
 
We measure our safety performance against top tier indicators, including nuclear reportable events, 
environmental events, and staff and contract partner recordable injuries. 
 
During the period of the report there have been: 
 

• No injuries to employees 

• No nuclear reportable incidents 

• No environmental incidents 
 

  
Station output 
 
Sizewell B back to power 
 
Sizewell B power station has returned to service following its planned refuelling and maintenance outage. 
 
The reactor and Turbine 2 at the power station was resynchronised to the national grid at 01:18 hrs on 
Wednesday 31 January 2018, and Turbine 1 followed shortly after. 
 
The station is brought offline every 18 months for planned work. A third of the fuel is replaced in the reactor 
and thousands of maintenance jobs are completed during this time.  
 
An extra 1,000 specialist workers joined the station’s 525 employees to complete the work.  
 
This shutdown was extended slightly to allow repairs to our steam generators. During the shutdown, the team 
carried out maintenance inspections, repairs and testing on all four steam generators and this will ensure their 
safe reliable operation until the next shutdown in 2019.  
 
Contracts were awarded to dozens of UK firms and in Suffolk and Norfolk companies such as Tecflo in Great 
Yarmouth, J.T. Pegg & Sons in Aldeburgh and LEC Marine in Lowestoft were also employed. 
 
Sizewell B nuclear power station has produced over 200 billion units (kilowatt hours) of low carbon electricity 
since the start of operation in February 1995. This milestone is the equivalent to powering 50 million homes in 
the UK for one full year and so saving 70million tonnes of Co2 emissions, the equivalent of taking all cars in the 
UK off the road for a year. 
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Refuelling outages are always busy periods for us and for the area, so I thank you and all our neighbours in the 
local community for your support and patience over this period. 
 

Company news 
 
Simone Rossi, the chief executive of EDF Energy, has confirmed that Hinkley Point C is ‘on track’ 
 
Mr Rossi said that the project was very important to the UK, and that the station would be in service by 2025. 
 
He said: "There are almost 3,000 people on the site and there will soon be more than 5,000 working there, on a 
project that is on track for its next big milestones. 
“We’ve moved more than four million cubic metres of earth – that’s like digging a hole two and a half times as 
big as the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff. We are already installing the huge sea water cooling pipes. 
"One of the main focuses at site is what we call J-zero – when we start building the power station’s structures 
above ground. 
"That can only happen once the foundations are in place for the first unit. All our 2018 goals will help us to 
achieve this major milestone on schedule by June 2019. 
"Beyond J-zero, our goal is to put the first unit into service by the end of 2025." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sizewell B and the Community 
 

International review confirms good safety practice at Sizewell B 
 
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has confirmed the successful completion of its review of Sizewell 
B. 
 
The IAEA has carried out reviews at 188 nuclear stations since the programme started in 1982. These reviews are 
carried out by an Operational Safety Review Team (OSART) which is appointed by the IAEA and comprises 
nuclear industry experts from across the world.  
 
The three week long visits enable a thorough review of operational safety at nuclear power stations and 
promotes the continuous development of the industry by ensuring IAEA safety standards are met and good 
practices shared across the world.  The reviews culminate in a detailed report being produced which highlights 
areas of good practice and recommendations for improvement.  
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The group of industry experts concluded the OSART mission had been successful after the follow-up 
mission to Sizewell B nuclear power station in April 2017. The Department for Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy welcomed the follow-up report from the IAEA and congratulated Sizewell B on the number of 
good practices identified. 
 
Mark Gorry, EDF Energy's Chief Nuclear Officer, said: “The nuclear industry welcomes scrutiny and we are proud 
to receive confirmation from the International Atomic Energy Agency that their review of Sizewell B has been 
successful.” 
  
A link to the OSART report and Government response can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/operational-safety-osart-mission-to-sizewell-b-nuclear-power-
station-follow-up-report 
 
Testing of Sizewell B Emergency Arrangements  
 
Sizewell B will be testing our emergency arrangements again throughout 2018. 
 
During the tests of our emergency arrangements we will need to sound our internal sirens - which you may hear 
and there may also be increased visibility of the emergency services during this time.  EDF Energy’s Emergency 
Response vehicles, held at the Emergency Response Centre in Leiston, may also be used during these times. 
 
I would like to apologise in advance for any inconvenience these tests may cause, but would stress that these are 
internal sirens for Sizewell B staff only and there is no need for you to take any action.   
 
The exercises to test our emergency arrangements will be carried out on the following dates in 2018:- 
 

• 02 May 
• 09 May 
• 16 May 
• 27 June 
• 07 November 
• 14 November 
• 21 November 

  
Next local community meeting  
 
The next Sizewell Stakeholder Group meeting will take place on Thursday 20 April 2018 at 09.30am, Sizewell 
Sports and Social Club. Any member of the public is welcome to attend.  

 
Contacts  
 
Niki Rousseau, Community Relations   Marjorie Barnes, South East, External Communications Manager 
Tel: 01728 653258     Tel:   01728 653378 
E-mail: niki.rousseau@edf-energy.com  Email: marjorie.barnes@edf-energy.com 
 
If you would like to receive this newsletter via e-mail please contact Niki at the above address. 
 
Term Definition 

Nuclear reportable event or incident Nuclear reportable events are events reported to the Office for Nuclear Regulation in 
compliance with EDF Energy's nuclear site licences. 

Lost time injury Lost Time Injury is an absence of one day or more resulting from an injury incurred during an 
accident - generally in UK industry a less stringent three day or more criteria is used.   

Environmental event or incident Environmental events arise from wastes or discharges above permitted levels or breaches of 
permitted conditions. 

Outage A period during which a reactor is shut down.  The periodic shutdown of a reactor including 
for maintenance, inspection and testing or, in some cases for refuelling is known as a planned 
outage.  In the UK, some planned outages are known as statutory outages and are required 
by the conditions attached to the nuclear site licence needed to operate the station.  
Unscheduled shutdown of a reactor for a period is known as an unplanned outage. 

Unit A unit refers to one of the reactors at the power station and its generating turbine 

 


