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Hunterston B monthly report   

June 2015 
 
Introduction  
 
We are keen to hear the views of our local communities. We recognise that good communication is a 
two way process and we welcome your feedback and comments.  
  
Station output  
 
Unit 3 was taken offline on Monday 1 June due to severe seaweed ingress, accompanied by strong 
winds and storm surges.  Unit 3 was safely returned to service on Monday 8 June. 
 
Unit 4 was operating throughout the month of June 
 
Safety  
 

• The station had no lost time incidents (LTIs) for EDF Energy staff during the reporting period and 
has achieved 2,662 LTI free days up to 30 June 2015, that's more than seven years. 

 

• The station had no lost time incidents (LTIs) for contracting partner staff during the reporting 
period and has achieved 2,550 LTI free days up to 30 June 2015, that's more than seven years. 

 

• The station had no emergency service call out during June. 
 

• There were no medical treatments during the month. 
 

• The station had no environmental events during the month and has gone 2,084 days without an 
environmental event, that’s more than five years. 

 
Station news 
 
Hunterston B power station raises more than £20k in two years for Marie Curie 

Enthusiastic employees at EDF Energy’s Hunterston B nuclear power station have thrown themselves 
into raising as much money as they can for Marie Curie over the past two years and so far have raised a 
staggering £20,000. 
  
There have been a number of events including bake sales, tea parties, a station calendar featuring the 
employees and some more adventurous ways of raising money too. One of these has been the ‘Three 
peaks challenge’ carried out by two EDF Energy apprentices and one of their friends; 21 year old Fraser 
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Wright from Hunterston B,  23 year old Kieran Bell from Torness and 26 year old Gordon Steele. They 
were driven between peaks by Fraser’s dad Brian who also works at Hunterston B power station. 
  
The three youngsters climbed the three highest peaks in Scotland, England and Wales in 24 hours. The 
three mountains were Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and Mount Snowdon. The trio managed to complete the 
task in 21 hours and 28 minutes while raising more than £500 for Marie Curie. 
  
Fraser said,” We decided to do the three peaks as I wanted to celebrate my 21

st
 birthday by doing 

something different. We started Ben Nevis at 5pm and completed it in just less than 4 hours. It was 
challenging as there was a lot of snow, even in May! Scafell Pike was by far the hardest mountain as we 
started at 3am and the weather conditions were tough with rocky paths to navigate. We finished in just 
under 4 hours here too. 
  
“The third and final peak was Snowdon and when we reached the top we had a sandwich and a drink 
but didn’t stay long as we realised we could complete the challenge in fewer than 21 and a half hours! 
As we made our way down the sun came out and we had a great view of the peak we had just 
climbed.” 
 

 
 
 

 Colin Weir, Station Director at Hunterston B power station said, “What Fraser and his friends have 
achieved is fantastic and I’m impressed with the stamina they’ve shown and the sheer physical hard 
work which climbing the three peaks in such a short time must have taken.  
  
“All the employees here at Hunterston B have put their best efforts into raising money for Marie Curie 
and it’s not over yet. It really is a very worthwhile cause which everyone has been right behind.” 
  
EDF Energy announced a three-year charity partnership with Marie Curie in May 2013.  The original aim 
was to raise £300,000 for the charity with the company matching its employees’ fundraising by up to 
£100,000 each year.  
  
However, the company has already surpassed their two-year goal, which includes employee fundraising 
and match-funding from the company, putting it well ahead of schedule to achieving its target.  
  

Kieran Bell and Fraser Wright 3 peak challenge 
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Over the two years the company has raised £473,335 to aid terminally ill people and to provide support 
for their families match-funded with an additional £200,000. 
 
Company news 
 
Busy summer at thermal plants 
 
Cottam and West Burton A power stations are set for a busy summer, as both sites have started 
maintenance shutdowns.  
 
Staff at Cottam power station have been planning for its multi-million pound maintenance programme, 
which started on May 16, for the past 12 months. The team at West Burton A is a month into its 
shutdown.  
 
Up to 1000 extra workers will join Cottam’s 300-strong team during the maintenance period, providing 
a boost to the local economy.  
 
The team will carry out more than 9200 separate pieces of work – each carefully planned. And a similar 
amount of work, supported by the extra contractors, will be carried out at West Burton A. 
 
Survey work starts offshore at Blyth  
 
EDF Energy Renewables has been carrying out site investigations within the area of its planned Blyth 
Offshore Demonstration Project. 
 
There were two key areas of work taking place, geophysical, by EGS (International), Ltd, which looked at 
the sea bed and geotechnical, by GEO (Denmark), which drilled boreholes into the seabed to 
understand rock formation. 
 
 Two specialist vessels, the Blue Beta and the Morven, carried out the surveys at the proposed site for 
the turbines and the route the wind farm’s electricity cable will take to shore.  
 
 
Cheltenham science success 
 
EDF Energy is playing a key part in encouraging youngsters to become the scientists and engineers of 
the future - recently supporting the Science for Schools’ programme at Cheltenham Science Festival. 
 
The education programme was the heartbeat of the Science Festival, with thousands of young people 
discovering fascinating science from some of the world’s leading scientists.  
 
More than 70 volunteers from the company’s Barnwood office where the Generation business is 
headquartered helped out at Cheltenham, sharing their own inspiring stories about why a career in 
science was right for them. 
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Next local community meeting 
 
The next Site Stakeholder meetings (SSG) is on 3 September 2015.  
 
This meeting will take place in the West Kilbride Bowling Club; Lunch will be at 1 pm, followed by the 
meeting at 1.30 pm.  Members of the public are welcome to attend, and these meetings will be 
advertised in the local press. 
 
Contacts  
 
Stuart McGhie, Community Liaison Officer 
Hunterston B power station  
Nuclear Generation Ltd , EDF Energy  
Tel: 01294 826257  
Mobile: 07725727139  
Email: stuart.mcghie@edf-energy.com  
 
Nikki Thomson, Communications Coordinator 
Hunterston B power station  
Nuclear Generation Ltd , EDF Energy  
Tel: 01294 826157  
Email:  nikki.thomson@edf-energy.com 
 
Lindsey Ingram – Media Officer, Scotland 
EDF Energy  
Tel - 01355 846283 
Email lindsey.ingram@edf-energy.com  
 
 
Glossary of terms  
 

Term 
Definition 

Unit 
A unit refers to one of the reactors at the power station and its 
generating turbine 

Nuclear reportable event or incident 
Nuclear reportable events are events reported to the Office of 
Nuclear Regulation (ONR) in compliance with EDF Energy’s nuclear 
site licences. 

Environmental event or incident 
Environmental events arise from wastes or discharges above 
permitted levels or breaches of permitted conditions. 

Outage A period during which a reactor is shut down. The periodic 
shutdown of a reactor including for maintenance, inspection and 
testing or, in some cases, for refuelling is known as a planned 
outage. In the UK, some planned outages are known as statutory 
outages and are required by the conditions attached to the nuclear 
site licence needed to operate the station. Unscheduled shutdown of 
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a reactor for a period is known as an unplanned outage. 

 


