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Heysham monthly report   

October 2014 
 

Introduction  
 
Welcome to the October newsletter for Heysham 1 and 2 power stations, these reports are also available to all 
members of the public on www.edfenergy.com. 
 
While we will do our best to always use plain English, talking about our business sometimes involves specific 
terminology, and you will find a glossary of any terms used at the end of each monthly report. 
 
We are keen to hear the views of our local communities. We recognise that good communication is a two way 
process and we welcome your feedback and comments. 
 
Safety 
 
Heysham 1 
• 0 lost time incidents  
• 0 environmental incidents 
• 1 nuclear reportable incident – historic boiler spine issue being investigated, boiler not in use (see below) 
 
Heysham 2 
• 0 lost time incidents 
• 0 environmental incidents 
• 0 nuclear reportable incidents 
 

Station output 
 
Heysham 1 
After a discovery of a crack on 11 August, EDF Energy reported that the four nuclear reactors at its Heysham 1 and 
Hartlepool power stations would be shut down to allow a detailed programme of boiler inspections to take place. 
Hartlepool power station also shut down because both stations share the same unique design with each of its 16 
boilers supported by this boiler spine component.  
 
Reactor 1 – offline to allow further inspections on the other seven boiler pods as a precautionary measure and 
continuing investigations on the crack found on one of Reactor 1’s boiler pods  
Reactor 2 – offline to allow inspections to take place on all eight boilers pods as a precautionary measure  
 
Heysham 2  
Reactor 7 – reduced power during the month to allow refuelling to take place 
Reactor 8 – ran safely and reliably all month 
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Site visits and community news 
 
Station hosts special roadshow to boost sustainability 
Heysham 1 hosted a sustainability roadshow in October with 250 people attending.  
 
The aim of the event was to introduce a reward scheme which would allow the station’s employees to reduce the 
waste production and save money spent on food and drinks purchased in Heysham 1’s canteen by using re-usable 
cups and food containers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hundreds of employees attended ‘Safety Week’  
Heysham site celebrated European Safety at Work Week on 21-23 October with events and stalls around the 
theme ‘Healthy Workplaces Manage Stress’. Over 1000 people attended the event on both stations to raise 
awareness of stress and psychosocial risks in the workplace and encourage all staff to work together to manage 
those risks. 

 
Employees from all departments attended stalls to seek advice from Occupational Health, a Cognitive Behavioural 
Therapist, a physiotherapist, Trust Medical, and VVV Gym. People also enjoyed games, a bike challenge, displays, 
health checks, gym tours, healthy food and freebies.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Morecambe Bay Food Bank collections  
During European Safety Week, both Heysham power stations’ employees donated 660kg of food to Morecambe Bay 
Food Bank, Methodist Church. 
 
The collection was organised by Doosan Babcock, one of the EDF Energy partners at Heysham power stations. 
The 660 kg provided 19 families of 4 with 4 parcels containing 3 days of food with 3 meals a day per person. 
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Flu Vaccinations for staff 
Following the introduction of free flu vaccinations last year, Heysham sites offered the service again this winter as 
part of a range of measures to help protect the wellbeing of its employees. 
 
Last year, over 1/5 of employees took advantage of this service and the feedback was very positive.  
 
The vaccinations were provided by qualified nursing staff and both sites had a great response with nearly 400 

employees taking up the opportunity of getting their annual flu jab whilst at work. 
 
Visitor Centre  
During October the visitor centre welcomed 493 visitors.  
 
Since October 2013, the centre has had over 5025 people through its doors to learn about how electricity is made, 
with a large percentage also booking to go on a site tour also.  
 
Heysham power stations’ new visitor centre is free and open to the public to visit from 10am to 4pm Monday to 
Friday and 10am to 2pm on Saturday.  
 
The centre is located next to both Heysham power stations and visitors should follow signs from the A683 to 
Heysham Port and follow the signs to the stations and then the training centre. Anyone wishing to combine their 
visit with a tour of one of the power stations, should book in advance by emailing heyshamvisitorcentre@edf-
energy.com or by calling 01524868451 
 
Company news 
 
Sizewell B’s maintenance shutdown and refuelling 
Sizewell B nuclear power station was taken out of service on October 12 for planned refuelling and maintenance 
work worth £60m. 
 
An extra 1,200 specialist workers joined the Sizewell workforce and provide a boost to the area’s hotels and 
businesses.  
 
During the six-week shutdown they will carry out 13,000 separate pieces of work which have been carefully planned 
during the last two years.  
 
These maintenance periods known as ‘outages’ take place every 18 months and are planned in advance with the 
National Grid to ensure that there is no risk to national electricity supply. 
 
Agreements for planned Hinkley Point C nuclear power station approved by the European Commission 
The European Commission has approved the agreements between EDF Group and the UK Government to build a 
new nuclear power station at Hinkley Point C in Somerset.  
 
Its decision followed a rigorous and detailed examination of the deal during a 12 month investigation by the 
European Commission. 
 
The proposed agreements are for a long-term contract for the electricity generated at Hinkley Point C and for a 
guarantee for the project’s debt.  
 
The Commission found that the long-term contract (Contract for Difference) and the guarantee constitute an 
appropriate and proportionate way for the UK to meet its need for secure, low carbon energy.  
 



NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 

 

 

EDF Energy Nuclear Generation Limited 
Registered office: Barnett Way, Barnwood 
Gloucester, GL4 3RS. Registered in England 
and Wales number 3076445. 
 
 
 

BEG/FORM/COMM/024 Revision 003 

 

The Commission’s decision leaves the key elements of last October’s agreements unchanged whilst it has reinforced 
measures designed to share potential future benefits with customers 
 
Helipad help for air ambulance heroes 
EDF Energy has installed a brand new £60,000 helipad at its coal power station in Cottam, near Retford.  
 
The helipad will benefit their employees and the local community allowing for a swift response in an emergency 
situation.  
 
The team at EDF Energy worked in consultation with members of Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire Air Ambulance 
to build the helipad to the best specification.  
 
This includes specialist lighting and an illuminated windsock which activates when the emergency helipad is in use, 
so that the landing pad can be used at any time of the day or night from any approach. 
 
Contacts  
Martyn Butlin 
Media Relations Officer 
Tel: 01524 863565 
Email: martyn.butlin@edf-energy.com 
 
Ann-Marie Palmer Heysham 1 
Internal Communications and Community Liaison  
Tel : 01524 868855 
Email annmariepalmer@edf-energy.com 
   
Kate Hartley, Heysham 2 
Internal Communications 
Tel: 01524 868427 
Email: kate.hartley@edf-energy.com  
 
Glossary of terms 
 
Term Definition 
Nuclear reportable event or incident Nuclear reportable events are events reported to the 

Office for Nuclear Regulation in compliance with British 
Energy's nuclear site licences. 

Environmental event or incident Environmental events arise from wastes or discharge 
above permitted levels or breaches of permitted 
conditions. 

Unit A unit refers to one of the reactors at the power station 
and its generating turbine 

 


