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Welcome to the 

COMMUNITY FORUM

14th May 2026



Agenda – Community Forum – Thursday 14th May 2026

1. Welcome and introductions - (Chair)

2. Meeting note / matters arising from last Forum held on: 15th January 2026 - (Chair) 

3. Project Progress Update - (Andrew Cockcroft, EDF)

4. Update: Office of Nuclear Regulation - (Alun Griffiths, ONR) 

5. Update: Environment Agency – (Jon Ayers, EA)

6. Update: Community Fund - (Amelia Thompson, Somerset Community Foundation)

7. Main Site Forum Update - (Chair)

8. Transport Forum Update - (Chair)

9. Any other business - (Chair)

10. Date of next meeting: Thursday 17th September 2026 – (Chair)
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Item 2: Meeting Note / Matters Arising

From the last Community Forum on 15th January 2026
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Item 3: Project Progress Update

Andrew Cockcroft
Head of Stakeholder Relations and Social Impact
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e011i4zJezM&t=17s5

Play Button Icon with link to film

Progress - Virtual Tour
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e011i4zJezM&t=17s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e011i4zJezM&t=17s
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Bus and Passenger Safety
 
• Overall safety performance remains very high with 

99.9% of vehicle movements without event (*30,227 
movements per month)

• SPS operate a rigorous recruitment process that 
includes enhanced licence checks, eyesight checks 
and safety critical medicals completed every year, for 
every driver.

• Ongoing driver training processes that takes a holistic 
view of safety.

• Vehicle inspections go beyond best practice with 
inspections every 28 days (Normal is 42) with even 
higher scrutiny on wheel and tyre checks and fire risk 
reduction. MOT first time pass rate is 5% higher than 
national average at 98.5%.



Workforce Uplift
 

MarchAreas Completed
• Spatial Distribution Note

• Topic papers
Accommodation
Workforce Development
Community Safety
Environment
Health 
Tourism
Transport
 

• Engagement with 
community organisations 
and LCNs.

2026

• Drafting of legal agreement (Heads of Terms) via 
new Section 106 agreement.

• Topic papers completed legal review before final 
submission.

April May/June/July

• Approach to delivering uplifted 
mitigation measures and funding 
agreed to be agreed Strategic 
Planning Committee. (*Date TBC)

• Further updates to forums and 
LCNs
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• Hinkley Point C will have more fish protection measures in place than any 

other power station in the world - with three separate systems required. 

These will include an Acoustic Fish Deterrent, Low Velocity Side Entry water 

intake heads and a Fish Recovery and Return System. 

• Testing of the technology was carried out over the summer of 2025 in 

partnership with Swansea University. The results show the system is highly 

effective.

• Testing of a further low frequency device continue in laboratory trials with 

increasing confidence of positive results for an even broader range of 

species.

• The high and low-frequency devices would collectively deliver more than 

originally envisaged within the DCO.

• A decision will be made this summer on the consenting route – either 

through a material change application or via the discharge of the 

conditions within the original DCO.

• We are working with regulators on discussions surrounding the need for any 

further compensation.

Acoustic fish deterrent update
 



Thank You
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ONR Community Forum Report
Highlights

Alun Griffiths
May 2026 Update

Item 4: 
Update – Office for Nuclear Regulation

10



ONR Report Q2 2026

In this period, routine inspections of the Hinkley Point C site covered the following:

• plant construction and/or commissioning; 

• examination, maintenance, inspection and testing;

• quality assurance and records; 

• radiography; and

• conventional (non-nuclear) health and safety, including life fire safety and 
emergency arrangements.

• Unannounced inspection focused on Quality Records.
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ONR Report Q2 2026

ONR continues its engagement with the project via regular site inspections, visits and 

meetings at NNB GenCo (HPC) Ltd’s offices and supplier locations across the following 

themes:
• construction and commissioning

• design and safety case;  

• organisational capability (including supply chain and quality);

• pre-operations;

• conventional health and safety and fire safety; and

• security.

These inspections, along with routine contact with other international regulatory bodies 

provide ONR with valuable intelligence on the progress NNB GenCo (HPC) Ltd is 

making developing its competence and capability to manage the design, procurement, 

and construction of HPC and will inform future permissioning decisions. 
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ONR Report Q2 2026 - Permissioning

• In advance of major permissioning points ONR will continue to apply flexible 
permissioning to allow the start of a number of other activities. 

• Application of flexible permission to installation of Reactor Pressure Vessel into Unit 2. 
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ONR Report Q2 2026 - Non-routine matters

• The investigations into the tragic fatality that occurred on site in November 2022 
and the separate event at site that resulted in a worker sustaining injuries as a 
result of a rebar mesh wall falling resulted in decisions to prosecute as previously 
reported. 

• Matters will now progress to trial and pre-trial review hearings were held at Bristol 
Crown Court on 30th Jan 2026. Trial dates have now been set. 

• No further comment can be made at this time due to the live legal proceedings.
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ONR Report Q2 2026 - Non-routine matters

• Fire enforcement notices were served on the MEH joint venture in Dec 2025 in 
relation to adequacy of fire risk assement and control of associated hazards. 

• Good progress has been made by Bylor JV after addressing the shortfalls 
identified in the fire enforcement notice highlighted in the last community forum. 
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ONR Report Q2 2026 – ONR Team Structure 

• We have been going through a structured hand over process for Nominated Site 
Inspector for HPC. 

• A key theme of this is continuity and consistency of regulatory approach, including 
recognising the significance of this community forum. 
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Questions?
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Item 5: Update 
Environment Agency
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Hinkley Point C – Non-Nuclear Updates

• Overall Compliance Remains Good

• AFD- We continue with technical engagement 
on the AFD ahead of application to discharge 
DCO conditions. 

• Unannounced Inspection- Samples taken 
from Water Management Zone and Sewage 
Treatment Plant

• Tunnel arisings- Advice provided on re-use of 
material. Inspection in June.

• EA 'Meet the Regulator' - 23 March
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Hinkley Point C – Nuclear Updates

• No compliance issues

• Permitting: No changes

• Inspections: Combustion/EDGs

• Reviews: In-process monitoring(ongoing), 
environmental specifications, Exemption 
process, ILW filter strategy

• Regulator meetings: RSR-compliance, 
Site overview, Radwaste and 
decommissioning, Chemistry, Pre-Ops, 
Commissioning – all rated Green.
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Policy and publications
Nuclear Regulatory Taskforce

We support the work of the Taskforce to deliver a stronger and more streamlined regulatory framework. 
We have reviewed the Government's response and are working across the EA to respond to the questions set out in 
the chancellor’s letter to regulators and industry by the 13th of September.
 
We are committed to enabling the UK to become a clean energy superpower and enabling a safe, secure and 
sustainable nuclear sector that acts in the best interests of society and the environment.

Relevant reports and publications

• Generic Design Assessment: End of Step 2 and GDA report for Holtec International.

• Generic Design Assessment: One live GDA on Rolls-Royce SMR.

• Annual report: Radioactivity and Food and the Environment (Published October 2025)

• Chief Regulator's Report (Published November 2025)

• Permitting - Charges updated on 1 April Environmental permits and abstraction licences: tables of charges - 
GOV.UK

For regular updates on our nuclear regulation work or wider 

• Linked In: Regulating Radioactive Substances, LinkedIn

• Environment Agency website Environment Agency - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/chancellor-letter-to-nuclear-regulators-and-industry
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gda-step-2-of-the-holtec-smr-300-fundamental-assessment
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-nuclear-power-stations-assessing-reactor-designs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/radioactivity-in-food-and-the-environment-rife-reports
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-agency-chief-regulators-report-2024-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-agency-chief-regulators-report-2024-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permits-and-abstraction-licences-tables-of-charges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permits-and-abstraction-licences-tables-of-charges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permits-and-abstraction-licences-tables-of-charges
https://uk.linkedin.com/showcase/regulating-radioactive-substances/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
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Questions?



HINKLEY POINT C

COMMUNITY FUND
May 2026

Amelia Thompson

Item 6: Update – Community Fund
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GRANTS AWARDED

Programme £ Awarded No. of grants

Strategic grants 1,542,823 11

Small grants 1,387,649 266

Otterhampton 368,180 17

Open Grants 9,569,268 111

Community Development 10,000 2

12,877,920 407
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2018 - 2025 SUMMARY
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RECENT EXAMPLES
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Bridgwater 

Parkrun 
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CONTACTS

Amelia Thompson
amelia.thompson@somersetcf.org.uk

01749 344949
Book a time to talk here 
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mailto:amelia.thompson@somersetcf.org.uk
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AmeliaThompsonDiary@somersetcf.org.uk/bookings/


Item 7: Main Site Forum update

Update from last meeting held on 12th February 2026
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Item 8: Transport Forum update

Update from last meeting held on 12th March 2026
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Item 9: Any other business
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Item 10: Date of next meeting

Community Forum: Thursday 17th September 2026 at 6pm 

Next dates for the Community, Main Site and Transport Forums in 2026

All 6pm start and on Thursdays 

Community Forum 15th January / 14th May / 17th September

Main Site Forum 12th February / 4th June / 15th October
Transport Forum 12th March / 25th June / 12th November

www.edfenergy.com/hpccommunity 

http://www.edfenergy.com/hpccommunity


Thank You
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