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Basically, delegates should not look for a “way 
out” of the scheme. Instead, they should focus 
their time and resources on understanding how 
and where energy is used in their organisation. 
Without establishing this foundation, participants 
will struggle to meet the scheme requirements. 

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA)’s carbon reporting rules states that 
all electricity from the grid including renewables 
has the same carbon emissions factor. This means 
businesses may need to review their procurement 
policies if their objective was to buy renewable 
energy in order to achieve carbon neutrality 
in the CRC scheme.

Delegates raised various concerns, including 
penalties for non-compliance. Shayne Rees 
explained: “For the scheme to work, it has to 
have some teeth and in this case they are quite 
substantial. Hefty penalties are incurred for 
mis-reporting, late submission and various other 
things.”

EDF Energy also gave an explanation of supplier 
obligations, statement content and handling and a 
few things it was doing to help businesses. These 
included a dedicated email where energy 
managers could ask questions, 
which it would answer or forward 
to Department of Energy and 
Climate Change (DECC).

Amongst all the problems 
highlighted at the event, there 
was a distinct awareness of 
the other side of the coin - 
where there are changes, there 
are opportunities and those that 
acted quickly and effectively were 
going to be best placed to make the 
most of them.

CARBON REDUCTIONS

20FEBRUARY 2009

LEADING THE WAY

meuc utilities spring 09  28/1/09  11:30  Page 20

CARBON REDUCTIONS

20 FEBRUARY 2009

LEADING THE WAY

meuc utilities spring 09  28/1/09  11:30  Page 20

Shayne Rees 
Marketing Communications Manager 
EDF Energy 




